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SSP1®S2H 1950 

Br the 1st of Au^st 1950, the United Nations Forces in Kc(Pea found 
themselves cmpressed into a tight perimeter. The south flank of this 
line rested Just west of 12ASAW, the center curved around TABKJU, and the 

northern flank ran east to the sea north of POHAIJG. The perimetsr isas 

held by elements of five US Divisions - the 24th, SSth, and 2d Infantry 
Divisions, the 1st Cavalry Division, the Ist Marine Brigade of the 1st 
Marine Division, and six Republic of Korea Divisions. (!) 

On "? Aui^ust, the first sustained, counterattack of the war V3 
troops was launched on the south flank of the perimeter to drive the enemy 
back from positions v?hlch threatened PUSAN. The 1st Brisafle, US Marines 

participated in this succesaful attack, (s) 

To make up for these losses in the south, the enemy attacked strongly 
towards TASQU and captured POKAIKr on the east coast from the South Koreans. 
After POHANG was recaptured with the aid of a US Task Force and the attack 
on TABIU stopped, the indications were that the enemy had made his last biR 
effort. But these indications proved to be very misleading when in the 
first two weeks of September, the Korth Koreans launched an all out 
offensive which seriously threatened TAE3U frontally and by envelopment 
from the east; the entire UW line between TASOT and POHAHG was pushed back 
until an enemy breakthrough seemed likely. Only by the greatest skill 
and maneuver, did the Sighth Army prevent disaster. It was at this 
critical point that one of the most daring amd successful amphibious 
operations of modern \Barfare reversed the tide of war completely. {3} 

OPgRATION GHROMITE 

Operations Plan 100 B with coda name CH!?OMITE was conceived less 
than two weeks after the war started, when General of the Army Doualas 

(1) mJSAK Periodic operations Heport for 1 August 1960. 

(2) ECSAK Periodic Operations Report for 7 AuRust 1950. 

(3) Congratulatory Message, President Truman and Joint Chiefs of Staff 

to General MatsArthur. 




M&eArtbur told hlB Chief ot Staff, Major Oonaaral SAmrd M. AXaoad, to 
b«gln oonaidarlng a plan for an aa^hlblouB assault on the east or vest 

eoast of Korea* Inchon was deterodned upon as the anphlbious landing 
area after an eachaustlTe stndy had been eca^leted* (l) 

As a result of Oensral ]feeArthxEr*s dlreetire, dNOfX Opsratien Pisa 
100 B ivas prepared and published on 12 August* The plan boldly eaUed 
for the eomnitting of the GBR Reserre and the 1st Marine Diylsion in an 
an^hibiooB operation to seize the Inohon^Seoul area and cut the joain line 
of ene^r oonnuaioationfl and supply to his amies in the south* In 
eonjunetion with this seaborne enrelopmnt, Slghth Anqr was to launch a 

Major of f ensire froffl the soath» end drlTlng In a aortlvresterly direetioa 
along the axis Ta««tt-3SLeioii--atteon* to effect a juncture with the anphibious 
forces at Seoul* (2) The Hftry (3) and the Air ?oree had inportant roles 

of transportation, security, naral gunfire support, earrisr aircraft sup- 
port, and strategic boobing* The tactical air eorar wss to be fuinished 
by the Ist Marine Air Wing (attached to the landing force) and some nsTal 
carrier aircraft support* The objectiTS of Plan 100 B was the destruction 
of the North Korean Amy south of the line Inchon^eoul-tn^chin* (4) 

THE ORQANIZATION OF X CQRPS 

As a cover for the organization of the invasion force, Oensral Alnond 
continued as Chief of Staff, (S{Q, m* His new staff had the title, Special 
Planning Staff, and his conmiand was carried under GR^ reserre* The 
comand was to be designated X Corps and the final assignment of forces 

was published in Operation Order Ko* 1, QBfk* tnc 30 August 1950* The 
major units assigned were the Ist Uarlne BlTlsion, which included the battle 
tested 1st Mftrine Brigade from. Sighth Array, the 7th Infantry Division, 92d 

Araorwd Held Artillery Battalion (ISSnn How), the 96th 7ield Artillery 

(1) Statement of Lieutttkant General Sdward M* Almond 

(2) Map A* 

(3) Comnander Amphibious Group One and Coouaander Attack Force CTF 90 Opn 
Order 14*50 

(4) CnCFB Operation Plan 100 B, 12 August 1950* 



Battali^ (155 Bo»)» thb SOth AAA AW Battalion (SP), Co A Helnf , S6th 
Amphibious Tank aaA TvnoUw Battalion, ths 19th SigiAeer Ccuhat Groups 

and the 2d IngiBeer Speeial Brigade. 3emee units brought the strength 

of the X Coorps to 69 « 450, The 3d laTa&try Dlrlsion and the X87th Air- 
borne Regimental Combat Team wer» retained in GH^, WO Reserve for future 

en^loyment with X Corps. The I7th BOX Infantry Regiment joined the Corps 
at nCHON on 23 Septeiober* 

When Major General Clark L« Ruffner, General Almond *s Chief of Staff, 

aeaemblad the nucleus of X Corps Headquarters on 15 August 1950, it marked 
the beginning of one of the most suoeeesful races against time in military 
annals* The target date was 19 Septenfber, just one month away* Failure to 
meet that deadline meant almost a month's delay before another lending 
attempt could be made. For only a short period each month, would tidal 
conditions at IICHCH permit an assault landing across the beaches* The 

tide Taried over 31 feet between ebb and flow* (1) But a month's del^y 
could have meant defeat for VS Forces in South Korea, On the other side of 

the scales was the fact that amphibious doctrine called for at least 160 days 
to plan and mount such a large scale operation. {2} In spite of the great 
odde against it and the serious doubts of many experts, the X Cori^s of 

almost 70,000 men was organized and equipped, moved to staging areas, 
embarked and transported to Korea in time to make a successful amphibious 
assault at INSBDH on D-Day, the 15th of September. 

THE TSSBkWi* 
I - GSISRAL DSSCRIFTION 

SBDTJL area la one of the few lowland tracts in mountainous Korea. 
The City of SSOUL, with its port of II3CHQN, combine to make a focal point. 
The HAN-gang passes through SSX5UL but flows into the sea north of the area. 

(1) Annex B, par 2, Ojsl Flan, Com 7th Fit No. 9-50. 
(S) Amphibious Operations Manual, tTS Army. 

^Extracts Terrain Handbook No. 65, FH]C. 
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Sections or the rlrex^plain are undulatlz^* South of Inolion> hllXs appear 
close to the shore; the coastline is sometlaes steep and hi^* Sxtensiv* 
drying mud-flatsj up to eight miles vddej fringe the coastline and surrovind 
the off -lying islands^ making navigation difficult. The Inchon area Is 
subject to one of the most extreme tidal ranges in the worldy exceeding 31 '« 

A hilly islands Wo2mi-dOj about one mile by half a mile> protects 
Inchon harbor. Approaches to the mainland are restricted by other small 
islands, and channeled by the multitude of mud-flats.* 

Inchon is located on a hilly prononto ry dissected by small flat 
stream valleys and is backed by rough terrain. Farther inland are exten- 
sive valley flato and lowlands planted in ilce* Ihe rice fielda, wet in 

summer* impede cross country movanent* 

Near Seoul> the valley^is of irregular Yddth> generally varying between 

one- two miles, Tt,e inland hills are steeper than those near the coast> 
rising to approximately 2700 feet# The main road and rail routes are 
vdndini; and restricted. 

Jecui is the main ccniiaercial center of Korea and is a major road and 
railroad junction. Principal roads run south to Taejon, southeast to 
Chungju and Puean^ west to Inchon* northwest to Pyongyang and northeast 

to Wonsan. 

The Han-gang at Seoul is from 200-500 yards wi.de> and is a barrier 
to n/s movement. The current is moderate to swift; banks are steep and 
frequently diked; the channel is nearly 1000 yards wide near the mouth* 

Korea has an abundant water supply^ vhich however > requires purifi- 
cation* Rainfall varies from 20 inches a year in the north to 60 inches 
in the south. June - September Is th» rainy season. On the asall off- 
shore islands water is very scarce. 

Seoul and Inchon have municipal water works. The Han-gang is the main 
source of supply* and is purified for dcmestic consumpticn. 

^Extracts Terrain Handbook Nursber 6$j FEC. 
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Irrigation Is eEKtanslTely a^plorad. Saasonal flooding of rlea paddlaa 
hinders military operations* 

II ~ IflLrrART IICPORTAICX 

A* Significance* 

The Seoal-Inchon area lies in a comaandizig position at the head of 
fflOflt major tranaportatlon and ooammlcatlon art er lea of £orea* Topo- 
graphic corridors radiate from the lower Han-gang raXley to the east to- 
wer da Wonsen, to the north towards Fyangyang, and to the south towards 
Taejon. A force occupriog this area is in a position to block alaoat 
all routes of Horth-South or Sast^West aordment at the waist of the Korean 
peninsula* 

The Inchon area is Importaiit in its location at the head of the 
broad, shallow Inperatrioe Qulf , which offers shelter and Ice-free 

anchorage for large numbers of Teasels* Inchon is the mjor port of 
central £orea and Seoul is the moat important city* The fertile Han- 
gang valley la the most important food producing area in Korea* 
B* unitary DeTslopment* 

DeTelopments of the North Korean Torces included light and temporary 
f ortif leationa and emplacements* The KLmpo Airfield is the only major 
airfield in the area* 

THS SNSM^ 

Snemy forces in the Inchon-Seoul area consisted principally of major 
headquarters I a replacement center, anti-aircraft defenses, operating 
personnel for an airfield, minor port, coastal defenses, and an army 
garrison force. In addition, in this area the North Koreans drafted re- 
placements for North Korean forces; however, the state of training and 

mental attitude of these hastily mobilized "recruits** did little to in- 
crease the enemy potential In the objective area* T3N prisoners of war 
were interrogated in Seoul, at the prisoner of war enclosure located 
in the city* ROK cities and towns occupied by North Korean forces had 

*2bctracts from X Corps Intelligence Summaries for August and September 1950 
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polltleaX adrisory groups of approximately 5 Sorlets, and had oounter- 
•spioaage groups of 7 cx* 6 SoTlvts. The total enemy strength in SliOni. 
was estimated to ooaalat of approximately 5,000 troops; enenqr strength 

at I19CH0N nas reported on 25 Jaly as 1,000; enemy strength at KIUFO 

Airfield estimated at about 500; enemy strength at TTIJONaBO, undetermined, 
consisted of a "large" replaeenent training center. The 107th Reglnent 

ooeupied three locations northeast of SEOtTI. Enem^ forces, capable of 
reinforcing the BiCHDV - SSOUL object ire area, consisted of uncommitted 
resarre dlTiaiona in rear of the line of contact with line- of- 

communication type regiments in oceupi<^d territory, and small gt»TT-ison 
forces still located in North Korea. The enemy was incapable of organ- 
ising additional conibat dlTlsiona of the standard engaging StXSAK. 
HoweTsr, prorisional regimental combat teams, brigades, or defenslre 
oomroids ware within his capabilities for reinforcement* Xstimates of 
enemy strength prored to be very accurate as the operation progressed* 

For what the three highest ranking North Korean F0ir*8 thought of 
the I1I3H0N - S20tJl Operations , see attached interrogations beginning p 26* 
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1HE PIAK FOR THE INCHON-SEOUL OPERATION 



The detallad oUm for the execution of the I Corpa Bls$lon were 



published in Optrations Ordar No 1, 1 Corps 28 August 1950, fl) 



The details of the aiapIiibioiLS assault landing by the 1st Ma^iiie Divi* 



si on ««re published in Operation Order 2, 1st Marine Division and Opera- 
tions Orders 14 and 15 CTF 90, USN, 



A Battalion LaBdi&g Team of the 1st Marine Pirision was to maice an 

initial landing on WCIKt-DO {GRSEJf BEACH) at 0630 hours, D-Dey, to secure 
that Island prior to the major landing by the balance of the division. 

This step vas essential because of the coQnQanding position of the I&laiid 

in relation to the Inchon shoreline. (2) 

After the Wolmi-do landing the principal landings were to be made at 

1730 hours, D*Dey, on RED, TSSLXOW, and BLTJE beaches at Inchon by the let 
lisrine Division (less one Regimental Combat Team) (Heinf creed) landing in 
amphibious assault* This diyision was then to seize a beachhead in the 

Inchon area* The beachhead was to be expanded rapidly by the 1st i&irine 
DiTision to include Kimpo Airfield and the Han River line west of Seoul, 
The advance was to continue to seize and secure the city of Seoul, the 
terrain commanding Seoul, and measures taken to secure the Corps left flank. { 
The 7th Infantry Division (Reinforced) plus X Corps troops, were to land 

administratively from second and third echelon Navy convoys in the city of 
Inchon at a time to be designated after D-Day. The 7th Infantry Division 
was given the mission of protecting the Corps right flank and expanding the 

beachhead to the south of Seoul as far as Osan if necessary. (3) This 
Division was to provide one Regimental Combat Team for Corps Reserve. 

The 17th BOE Infantry Kegiment was to occupy Seoul on order after its 

capture by the 1st Marine Division. 

The 187th Airborne Regiment al Combat Team was to prepare for airborne 

or ground operations, or act as Corps Reserve depending on how the operation 
developed. 

Logistical support was to be initially the responsibility of the let 

Iferine Division until the Inchon Base Command could effect a relief* The 
Kimpo Task Force was to establish an air base at Kimpo Airfield and provide 

for its defenaot The Seoul Area Coninasd was to be prepared to assume admin- 
istrative responsibilities for the City of Seoul, and to work with the South 

Korean (loveirnjiient in the city's rehabilitation. 



(1) Operation Order No 1, X Corps, 88 August 1950 (2) Map 6 (3) Map C 





OHROKOLCCr/ 03? RIPCRTAKT SraJTS 

1# The Inchon Landing by the 1st toine Division, 15 Sep 1950 

2» The Capture of Kimpo Airfield by the 5th ilarine Regiment, 

17 Sep 1950 / ^ y<?f^? 

3. First Han River Crossing by 5th Marine RCT, 20 Sep 1950 

4. Capture of Suwon by Sjd RCT, £1 Sep 1950 

5. Capture of Yoogdungpo by the 1st J&irine HOT, 23 Sep 1950 

6* Second Han River Crossing by the 1st tJarine RCT, 24 Sep 1950 

7. Third Han River Crossing by the 3Sd RCT, 25 Sep 1950 

8. Juncture with 8th Arny by the 31st RCT, 26 Sep 1950 

9. Capture of Seoul by the 1st Marine Division and ^l9^^^^7th 
US Infantry Division, 26 Sep 1950 




At 0628 ixovurs 15 Septeisber 1950 the 3d Battalion Xandlog Team (BLT 3) 
Of the Sth Marine Regiment crossed the line of departure and initiated the 

first an^hi^ioas assault landing (1) of Amdrioan Forces against an enemy 
since Saster Sunday 1945 when the Tenth Araor landed on Okinawa, 

Beginning at 0602, naval air made the first strike of the day against 

W0L2G*IX) followed by more air strikes on the island and targets of opportu- 
nity inland* Beginning at 0624, heavy shelling of WOUa-DO by Cruiser Di- 
Tislon 5 effectively reduced enemy gun and other eniplacements covering Oreen 

Beaeh* At 0633 the first mve was on the beach and within 88 minutes the 
3d BLT GoHBnander reported WOLMI-DO secured, 

late in the morning, the 3d BLT began to advance on SO-WOLMI-DO, a sisall 
promontory extending south from W0Xii!X-D0* The North Koreans began a trial 
escape from the island, but were bombed on the causeway leading to IMliHON, 

end those who attempted to swim toward land were strafed. By 1100 the Marines 
were cleaning up what little enemy resistance was left on SO-WOIMX-BO, 

At 1645 hours the let wave of the 1st Marine Heglment (reinforced) 
consisting of Armored Amphibious Tractors of CompaDy tA**, 56th Amphibious 
Tank and Tractor Battalion, 0SA, crossed the line of departure and headed 

for Blue Beach. The landing wave of the regimental reserve (BLT-l/i) landed 
on the sea wall enclosing the salt flats well to the left of Blue Beach. This 
mistake was due to great clouds of dust and smoke which hid the beach and 

navigational aides. Succeeding waves, including some LVTs carrying troops of 
assault elements, were diverted in time and led to the proper beaches. (2) 

At 173S hours, 8d and 3d Battalions of the 1st Marine Heglment, designated 
assault elements, commenced landing on Blue Beach. Assault troops were forced 
to climb over the fifteen foot high sea wall adjoining Blue Beach S, using 
aluminum scaling ladders designed for the purpose « With the assault troops, a 

(1) Support Air Control Center, USN Teletype Report 15 Sept 
(8) 5th Marines Special Action Report 6 Sept - 7 Oct 1950 
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I SKETCH OF lAHDiNG A!i£A 

I AT elU£ BEACH. iNCHON, KOREA. 



platoon of engineers iiBmeOiately l&egan in^)^07iDg tjbe landing sites by imtBlllng 
e&Lfgo nets over tlse sea mil and breachiiig it by means of explosiTes« The asaault 

troops reor^nizdd their units in accordanc© with well coordinated plans and began 
to iBOtre inland toward thair object ire* As the assault troops moTed forward they 
met lisht opposition consisting mostly of small arins fire and nortar fire; however, 
because of the enenv^'s inadequate obser^tion, the assault elements were eared 

from accurate enemy mortar and automatic weapons fire. (1) 

ROT 5 (-) landed at 1732 on Red Beach north of the \'JOLMI-DO causeifiay. The 

landizig was made with two Battalions abreast In columns of companies against 
modeirate opposition with only light casualties* Under cover of darkness the 

high ground immediately to the rear of the beach was seized at 2000 hours whore 
the landing force halted and reorganized* By 2330 patrol i were dispatched to the 
OA Line* (Ifeip C)* The OA Line was reached without opposition and outposted for 

the night; hy 1830 hours, the Regimental Comniflnd Post was established ashore. 

On 16 September at 0206 all objectives along the 0-1 Line in the 1st Marine 
ReginAUt zone of action were seized and occupied. HlUs 180 and 233 were outposted 
in strength by BLTo»3/l and by noon the 0-3 Line was reached* At 1600 an attack to 
the BHL was lauzichad and by dark the 1st lifer ines had advanced some 2000 yards* 
Throughout the night harassing, interdiction, and illumination fires were fired on 

selected targets* 

During the same period^ the 5th Marine Begiment launched an attack to capture 

the resiainder of 1N3H0K and other division objectives* The attack at 0630, was 
launched in a column of Battalions with the 3d Battalion in the lead* The column 
pushed east along the main east - west roads through the city. By 1100 the divi- 
sion 0-3 Line was secured against light resistance, and on the right flank contact 
was made with the 1st lisrine Regiment* The 3d Battalion, attached to 5th 
Itorines, mopped up enemy snipers in the city* 

The rapidly moving 2d and 3d Battalions secured the BHL against scattered, 
resistance just prior to darkness. (2) 

/ The seizure of INSBDN by the 1st and 5th Marine Regiments secured INCBDK 
Harbor as a base tlu^ough which 7th Division and other Corps elements could be 

(1) let Marines Special Action Report 1-30 Sept^lber 1950 

(2) 5th Marines Special Action Report 6 Sept - 7 October 1950 
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landed expeditiously* 

On 17 Septenber after a mi^t night the 5th Marine Regiment was attack^ 
ed at 0600 by 6 enemy T-34 tanks and approxiisately SCO Infantry in the zone 
of the 2d Battalion. All the tanks were destroyed by Marine Tanks, recoil- 
less rifles, and rocket launchers; all enemy infantry were either killed or 

wounded. The enemy tanks were allowed to advance without opposition until 
they came in sight of the tank and anti-tank positions; when friendly tanks 

opened fire, Marine Infantry elements closed in on three sides to cc«nplete 

the destruction. 

For the remainder of the day friendly attacks advanced against li^ht 
opposition to seize Objectives Baker and Easy. 

2, KIMPO AIRFIELD CAPTUREXI 17 SEPm;3ig^ 1950 

As soon as Objective Baker was passed by the 1st Battalion, 5tb ^^arine 
Regiment, the 2d Battalion pushed north, with 2 platoons of tanks attached, 

to seize m^PO Airfield. At 2020, under cover of darkness, Airfield 
was secured against moderate resistance. 

At 0700, the lat l!apine Regiment had jumped off in the attack and met 
with stiffer resistance than they had previously experienced. By IZOO the 
BHL was reached by 1st and 2d Battalions vjith the aid of supportin/;^ fires. 

By 0910, a Company, 1st i'-arine Re5;iraent, mounted on tanks of B Company, 
1st Tank Battalion, spearheaded a drive along the ST30UL - JI-JCHON Hir^hway, to- 
ward RCT-1 objective and ran into heavy resistance. The troops dismounted 
for the assault. The remainder of the Sd Battalion, loaded on Dinc^s, follow- 
ed at 1600, and by 1830 all elenents were dug in for the ni«»ht, 

Cn 18 September the 2d Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment received artillery 
fire in the early morning. At 0645, the 1st and 3d Battalions, supported by 
tanks, jumped off in an attack. The 2d Battalion followed the 3d Battalion. 

Progress was steady against enemy small arms fire. Casualties for the day 
were light. 

The 2d Battalion, 5th l^rine lie#;ii!ient, in the early norning hours re- 
ceived a series of uncoordinated counterattacks until 0500, when the ena*ny, 
approximately 200 strong, attacked fanatically. This attack was also re- 
pulsed by a well executed defense in depth, and the enemy suf ''ered 
heavy casualties. 3y 0800 hours, 18 September, the ICI?.CPO ctrea C'ep C) 
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was completely cleared of eimj* 

The 1st Battalion^ 5th Marine Regiment continued to attack at day break 
and oceuplsd Cb^ectlve FOX overlooking TQNGDUNC^ by O930» Just before noon 
the 2d Battalidn reached posltioiis (Objective DOG} OYerlookLng the Hm Biver« 

llie 5th Uarins Bagiaental CP displaced to lOMIC Airfield at 1245« 

Oa 18 Sept«nber elementa of the 7th Division consisting of the 32d Inf anti^ 
Hegiment^ 7th Reconnaissance Ccnpany^ and part of the 73d Tank Battalion had 
landed at INCHON* 

On 19 Septeaaber the Ist Uarlne Regiment attacked in zone at 1030 ivith two 
Battalions abreast. The 3d Battalion^ on the left> made rapid advances against 

resistance consisting of a&all azms and mortar f ire« The 2d Battalion m.et a 
well ozKanieed center resistance immediately after the jump off« 

The let llariQe Re had met increasingly heavy resistance each day« 

Prat the line of departure forward the greater portion of the INCHON - 
Hlghney IMS found to be mined in well selected locations* 

At 1200# 32d Infantry Regiment^ attached to the 1st Marine Division^ re- 
lieved the Xst Marine Divl^on elements on the right flank* The 2d Battalion 
of the 32d Infantry Regiment relieved the 1st Battalion of the 1st Marine Kegi- 

Bent aoath of the INCHON - SBiOUL Highway* The enen^ continued to withdraw 
sloitLy to the hills south of the SJSO0L - IKCHON Highway^ where the terrain is 
favorable for defensive tactica* 

BLT 1/5 had been ordered late 18 September to prepare to attack and seize 
Hille 80 and &5 at 0700 the next morning. Before the scheduled attack on the 
19th> Gcapany C began to receive heavy small azms and sporadic mortar fire at 

0615 frCBL Hill 110« At dawn small groups were observed advancing toward the 
airfield in front of Ccmpany C and other groups were moving across the rice 
pftdd^r to the front of the Company's position* Action was prcmptly taken to cut 

off tte^ atiaek* While the enemy attack was being held by Company Ccmpany B 
began an attack to envelop Hill 118, After a heavy artillery concentration and 
air strike, Caapany B succeeded in taking the objective* This enabled Caapany 
G to move fpiimrd and take the ridge to the left* By 1055 Hill 118 was secured* 
While aeaiting the arrival of tanks« Company C and Company B consolidated 
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their positions before beginning the attack on Hills 80 and 85, The enemy was 
routed from Hill 80 by an air strike. Hill 85 was seized and occupied and the 
viila:=5es to the rear were cleared, "^hen enemy artillery, mortar, and small arms 
fire were directed against the Marine positions on Hills 80 and 85, a perimeter 
defense was set in on the reverse slopes of the two hills. 1st Battalion, 5th 
Marine Regiment was relieved by 1st Battalion, 1st Markie Regiment. 

3. FIIST HAN RIVSR GROSSIIiG 

The 5th Marine Regiment bei?an hurried preparations for the crossing of the 

HAN River. At 1900 a reconnaissance patrol departed from KBviK) and arrived on 
the near bank of the HAN River at 1950. 14 swiumers departed for the far side 
of the river and reached the opposite bank at 2040 hours. A patrol reconnoitered 

the village and the high ground on the right with no contact; the patrol then 
returned to the river bank as planned and at 2100 gave the signal for the re- 
mainder of the rec annals Banco company to cross the HAN River. The Company em- 
l>ark:©a in nine (9) aisphlbious tractors. At midstream, the eneny, which had been 
hidden on the high ground, opened fire with machine guns and mortars. The LYTs 
were ordered to return to the south bank. The swisimers were being fired upon and 
were also directed to retxirn to the south bank. 

The Marine swimmers determined that the beach location on the far bank at the 

old ferry site was suitable for the landing of LVTs. 

During the day additional elements of the 7th Division came ashore and moved 
to support the 32d Infantry RegLTient which continued to attack to the east. The 
7th Reconnaissance Company maintained contact with the 1st i&arin© Division on the 
7th Division north (left) flank. 

On SO Septeinber the 5th Uarine Regiment (Reinf } crossed the HAN River at 
0545, in column of battalions and turned southeast toward SEJOtXL. After the cross- 
ing, the 1st l^arine Engineer Battalion and the 1st Shore Party Battalion conduct- 
ed ferrying operatlona in the sector. The 3d KMC Battalion assisted the river 
crossing operations by patrolling to the north on the south bank of the HAN 
River afid protecting the 1st Uarine Division's left flank. {1) 

The enesiy offered stiff delaying action after the crossing of the HAl^ River. 
Initially the enemy held his fire, but upon reaching HASMGJU he began fighting 
in the streets and on the slopes of the small hill to the east. 

(1) 5th Uarlnes Special Aotlon Report 6 September - 9 October 1950. 
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The 5th Farlne Regiment forced the enemy in this area to withdraw to the 

southeast under cover of another enfemy battalion occupying prepared posi- 
tions on the rid/^e line 3,000 yards southeast of the crossing site. After 
the initial phase, the enemy offered only slight resistance to the advance. 
Aided hy very heavy naval and aerial bombardment, the Marines advanced to a 
point within four miles of SEOUL, 

To the south the 1st Sparine Regiment had advanced along the imHOK - 
ST5CUI Highway against stiffening resistance; at 0430, 2d Battalion, 1st J&rine 

T^egiment, received an attack by an estimated enemy battalion northeast of the 
village of SOSA. The attack was stopped by front line units with rifle fire, 
bayonets, bazookas, and ,cr:renades. Later the 2d Battalion became heavily en- 
gaged with the advance elements of an attacking? enemy force, following ar- 
tillery concentrations the 2d Battalion started a strong counterattack which 
inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy. The remainder of the day all iv^rine 
units held their positions on the outskirts of YonoDUl^GPO. During the after- 
noon and throughout the night friendly air and artillery continued to bomb and 
Shell the town in preparation for an assault the foUoirlng morning* 

During the aame day the 7th Infantry DiTisicn opened its CP ashore. The 
31st RCT debarked and concentrated in the area of CH^NGSU-RI to secure the area 

to the south and protect the Division south flank. The 32d RCT advanced to the 
east taking Objectives Baker, Charlie, Dog, and Baay against stiffening enemy 
resistance. 

The enemy conducted a delaying action through skillful employment of antl- 
•tank mines in conjunction with small arms, machine guns, and mortar fire. In 
the cotarse of the action, the 32 d Infantry Regiment seized the ccraraandlng 
ground overlooking YOIKITUNCxPO from the west and south* The X Corps had now 
gained positions from which to begin an assault on SEOUL. 

On 21 September at 0630 the 1st Marine Regiment continued Its advance 
along the IN3HDN - 33SDDL Highway to YONGDUNGPO and attacked the enemy with 3 
Battalions; two from the northwest and one along the INCHON Road. The attack 
progressed against light resistance at first, but became Increasingly heavy* 

the 1st Bn attacking from the Ntf waa slowed in its advance by heavy casualties. 



"A" Ccmpax^ znaneuvared to the right and entered the town frcm the southwest* 
This maneuver was successful and by^ nightfall ^A** Company had reached the 
road overlooking the airstrip* The Company held this position all night 

againet enmy attacks killing 27^ of the attackers* Inuring l^e night the re- 
mainder of the regiment prepared plans to renew the attack towards ^^A** 
Caapany's position the next day* 

The 5th ITarine Regiment continued to enlarge the bridge head across the 

HAN River driving southeast along the general axis of the railroad leading 
into the city of SBOtIL* The advance was slowed by artillery and mortar fire* 
The greater part of the opposition was soon reduced* However^ during this 

period* the enemy continued to attempt crossings of the HAK River in various 
sectors and to extend their guerrilla activities*' 

4. CAfTias OT smoK 21 smmsR 1950 

On ~ZL Septonber t^e 2d Battalion* 32d Infantry Regiment captured the 
strategic hill mass. Objective F, easing the pressure on the 1st Marine Regi- 
ment attacking rONGffiUNOPO* The 1st Battalion* 32d Infantry Regiment captured 

the important ccxnmunications center of ANXANG-NI* cutting the withdrawal route 
of enemy units to the south and preparing the fall of SUfiVON with its excellent 

airfield. After taking AKXAHioNXf the 7th Reconnaissance Company continued to 
the south and entered sjUWQN at 1830* The enemy in the city were caught complete' 
ly by surprise* The Reconnaissance Company was immediately reinforced by a 

Task Force consisting of Company "K«, 32d RCT, Company '^A'^ 73d Tank Battalion> 
and a platoon of Engineers from Company •'B'*, 13th Ehgineer Battalion. The G-3 
of the 7th Division was killed on a reconnaissance near the SOWON Airfield* 

On 22 September at OBQO, the 1st Ifarine Regiment continued their attack 
and advanced through YONSOHNCPO linking up vdth "A" Company > 1st Marine Regi- 
ment. The enemy had apparently withdrawn all organized forces frcm the city 
dux*ing the night and the only opposition met was from sniper fire and long 
range mortars. The en«ny had withdrawn across the HAN River leaving only a 

covering force south of the river. 

Ihe 2d Battalion* 7th liarine Regiment, after debarking at ECHCw > assumed 



15 



responsibility in the zone of action of 3<i Battalion^ KkC» With the latter 
uziitj and X Goi^s Special Operations Ccoipany attached « the 2d Battalion^ 7th 
Ifarine Regiment protected the Corps left fXank south and west of the EAN River. 
The 3d Battalion^ 7th Marine Seglment^ remained in Corps Reserve vbile the 1st 

Battalion continued unloading* 

During the day SUISON Airfield was captured and placed in Operational statu s» 
Elements of the 31st Infantry Hegiment moved to the SUIVON area to relieve a Task 

Force of the 32d Infantry Regiment made up of Canpany '«K« and tanks from the 73d 
Tank Battalion^ already in that area* The 1st and 3d Battalions of the 32d 
Infantry Regiment continued to advance to the east and north in the 7th Division 

zone against moderate to light resistance* 

The 5th Marine Regiment line west of SEOUL and north of the HAN Hiver 

extended from Hill 296 to SOQANG. On 23 September at 0700 the 1st Battalion* 
KMC J began an attack on enemy positions to its front in order to straighten 
out the line* Meanwhile > the 1st and 3d Battalions^ 5th Marine Begiment^ 

supported ths advance by fire* In the advance only slight gains nere made and 

the let Battalionj KMC* was unable to seize the ob;Jective« 2d Battalionj 5th 
Marine fiegimenti icas ordered to pass through the 1st Battalion* KMCj at 1500 

hours to continue the attack* After this maneuver the Ist Battalion* KMC* 
moved to m aseonbly area* The attack was then contijiued against fierce 
resistance with heavy friendly casualties* 

The attacking force was ordered to halt and consolidate its minor gains* 
The entire attack was held up pending the reduction of the heavily fortified 
enemy position in front of the 2d Battalion j 5th Marine Begiment* 

The enony launched a counterattack at 1535 hours against the 5th Marine 
Begiment positions* This attack was repulsed* The left flank of the 5th Marine 
Regljsent north of the river crossing site* remained quiet throughout the day* 

5. THB CtfTUtUS CF YOMGPtmGPO 

At 1600 the 3d Battalion* Ist Marine Regiment* had seised the HAN Siver 
bridge approaches* The Ist and 3d Battalions* 1st Uarine Regiment attacked 

and drove scne 4000 yards through K)NGOUKai>0 to positions along the south bank 

of the HAN River. During the night the enemy launched two counterattacks against 
the lat Marine Regijnent. 
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the 7th Harine Regiment had little activity in its zone. Ihe 7th Marino 
Regimental Headquarters and the 3d Battalion moved to assembly areaa north of 
the HAK River. 

The 7th Division was generally quiet at the front during this period 
with only mlnop activity against small units of the 9th HK Division. How- 
eyer^ in the sons of the 32d Inf antxy Regiment the enemy was putting up 
stubborn resistance but wae forced slowly to give ground* Ihe Ist and 3d 
Battalions of the Hsgiment nrm occupied positions east of the bill mass south 
of the HAN River opposite SBDUL. 

2 Corps TAG (Varine Air Group 33) fuztiished close air support for the Ist 

Marine Division and the 7th Infantry Division. Total number of sorties fioiwi 
was 7^* Total number of aircraft reported on station for close air support 

was 7d, An estiinated IfiO eneny troops were destroyed in two tunnels on the 
north edge of SSOUL* 

Or 2U September the 5th Marine Regiment was subjected to enemy mortar 

and artillery fire. At 0520 the Regiment received a counterattack by 3 enemy 
regiments which was repulsed. (1) The 2d Battalion at O64O restned the attack 
against heavy resistance after a 20 minute artillery and air preparation. The 

1st Battalion ccnmenoed moving slowly toward regimental objective 2 at 0700. 
At OdlO> 3d Battalion^ 5th Marine Regiment^ began movement down the east spur 

Of Hill 296 to attempt to outflank the heavy resistance in front of the 2d 

Battalion and to gain better observation to support the 2d Battalion by fire* 
mth stiff resistance facing themj 2d Battalion^ 5th Marine Regiment « 

advanced toward Hill 105 sustaining heavy casualties. In order that the 3ci 
Battalion could continue its attack in support of the 2d Battalion » the 1st 
Battalion was directed to move their reserve company from the right to the 

left flank J to relieve elements of ibe 3d Battalion on Hill 2l6. By 1430 
the 2d Battalion had seised the objective <Hill 105) suffering its heaviest 
casualties of the Korean war. 
6. SBCCKD HAK RIVER CBDSSUrQ ; 24 September 

The Ist Marine Regiment began preparation for the crossing of the HAN 
River at ICNGDUNGFQ by sending reconnaissance elements to the crossing alte 
early on the morning of 24 September. At first lights the Ehgineere attached 
(1) Periodic Intern X Corps > 24 September 1950 
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to the Xst Iferixw ReglMBty ttegan eleariag the orossing area* The eroaelng 

of the initial battalion was delayed by jaines at the orossisg site* 

By 0800 a reoonaaieaanee party and the assault elements cf the 2d Batta- 
liQUf 1st Hegiaentt had crossed the HAN against sporadic mortar fire* 

Contact was made with the 5th Iferine Regiment north of the river* The 2d 
Battalion aored rapidly into positions on the right flank of the 5th Makrine 
RegiiBosit a&d aft^r the crossing the 2d Battalion bagafi advajicisg on the hill 

mass of Hill 79* This advance was continued by the lat Battalion, which ex- 
ecuted a passage of lines of the 2d Battalion to seize Hill 79 , in the face 

of heavy soall arjDB, aortar and automatic fire* By 1600 the 3d Battalion was 
relmsed from Division Reserve and crossed the HAN to join other Marine elements* 

During this period the Marine Battalions had advanced approximately 2000 yards* 
The Marines now held an almost solid line along the western side of SBDUL* (1) 

The 17th Infantzy Regiment » 7th Infantry Division, began preparation to 
debark at INdHON* Meanwhile the 31st Infantry Hegiment continued to consoli- 
date defensive positions south of the airstrip at SDVON and astride the SSOUX^- 
TAS70N Highway* The opposition continued light in the t sector* late that night 

an eneny road block and flte tanks were knocked out in the SUWON area* 

The 3Sd Infantry Regiment , after making a surprise predawn attack with the 
2d Battalion, continued to move east against light enemy resistance and gained 

approximately 3000 yards* 

^e 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne HCT, landed at KIMFC airfield and began 
relief of the 2d Battalioni 7th Iferine Hegiment, on the Corps left flank south 

and west of the HAK River* 

X Corps TAC destroyed 7 enemy tanks in SBOUL, destroyed several mortar 
and machine gun efflplacanents and destroyed and dispersed troops along the front* 
Sighty-one sorties were flown* 

On 25 September, prior to daylight, the 3d Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 

moved forward in colunn of con^anles through the 2d ^tcalion and gained con- 
tact with the let Battalion on the right. This movement Involved a 90 digree 
turn in the direction of the attack* The 1st Battalion was required to with- 
draw slightly and pivot on its left flank, yet remaining within its new 
zone* 

(1) 1st U&rine Special Action Report, 1-30 September 1950 
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Reorient at 100 of the Regiment was particularly difficult due to passage of 
line Si a change in the Hagimental direction of attack > and the unfavorable 
positions for supporting artillery on the opposite side of the HWJ River* 
These problems were overccme however > without loss of control and by 0700 the 
attack to the east was underway into 3B0UL# By noon the attack had gained 
momentvsn and continued forward with the support of tanks. At one point in 
the advance the 1st Battalion ran into ar. enemy position manned by approxijnately 
1000 men. Concentration by 4*2 mortars flushed several hundred enemy troops 

from road blocks into the open where 1st Battalion machine gunners cut them 
down* The 3d Battalion was able to reach Hill 97 where contact was made with 

the 1st Battalion. All during the dayli^t hours there was heavy hotise to 
house fighting and the advance was hampered by fires in the city. At about 
1930 hours the Marines tied in tlieir positions for night defense. The regi- 
ment had advanced approjdmately 23CO yards during the period. (1) 

The 2d and 3d Battalions, 5th ilarine Regiment, had attacked at 0700, 
29 September to seize that portion of SKCUL in the regimental zone. Resist- 
ance was light and the 3cl Battalion was supported by the 2d Battalion in its 
advance on Hill 105. At 1335, 2d Battalion seized Hill 72 and continued to 
attack to seize Hill 105. The Division HeconrAissance Company occupied Hills 

216 and 296 relievir^ elements of the 1st S^^ttalion. The 1st Battalion 
assembled in the rear cf the 3d Battalion in order to make the final attack 

for the capture of SEOUL in the regimental zone. Ihe 3cl Battalion later re- 
celved a counterattack which was repulsed. (2) This counterattack delayed 
the immediate pursuit of the enemy who was withdrawing rapidly to the North. 

After the day's actions the regiments were occupying positions approximately 
2500 yards east of their original positions. 

During the day the 2d Battalion, 7th liarine Regiment was relieved by the 
3d Battalion, 187th Airborne RCT. The 7th i-arine Regiment then attacked east in 
the vicinity of Hill 285 in coordination with other elements of the 1st Uarlne 
Division meeting little or no resistance. 

7. THIRD HAN RIV^R CRC3SIKG; 25 saFTafflJia 

(1) 1st Karine Special Action Report, 1-30 September 1950 

(2) 5th Marine opeciai Action Report, 6 September - 7 October 1950 
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"Die 32d Inf antry> 7th Division^ attacked across the HAK River tighten- 
ing the ring around SSCIDL. Within one hour after Uie beginning of the cross- 
ixig at 0630 > the 2d Battalion had crossed the river in the face of Bneay fire 
and by 1030 vias on the slopes of the dcminatlng hill mass of the first objec- 
tive* By 1900 all prjjsary objectives had been seized and the heights iot- 

mediately south of SEOUL were in the hands of the ^2d HOT, Ihe 17th ROK 
Rsgiment crossed the river behind the 32d RCT to positions east of the 

32d RCT* The rapid advance of the 32d RCT aided the Marine Units to con- 
tinue their advance. (1} 

RCT 17 off-loaded at INCHON and moved by foot and rail to positions 

near ANTAKCi-NI* Aerial observatlai reported the beginnings of an apparent 
withdrawal from SSOHL by the enemy* 

1 Cozps TAC placed main effort on South Kotmtain in SEOUL* Ihe area 

was neutralized and enemy troops dispersed. 114 sorties were flown during 
the day and 4 during the hours of darkness. 

Ihe time of attack of the Ist Uarine Regiiaent for 26 September had 

been set for O63O, but on the night of 25 September the unit was alerted 
by CG X Corps for an attack at OI45. There iianediately followed a hasty 
coordination vdth the 5th iiarine Regiment, As the assault was to be pre- 
ceded by artillery fire and as the preparations for this were found inadequate 
the assault battalions were notified to stand fast> and the attack time was 

reset at 0200* However^ the 3d Battalion> 1st Marine Regiment received a 
heavy enany attack shortly before 0200 on their left flank . The main f ojrce 
of the attack was directed down the SEOUL Highway from the northeast. The 

Battalion, due to extensive preparations for the jump off, was extremely 
well prepared to meet the enoay* The ^emy rushed in several tanks which 
were blasted by the Marines* This engagement cost the enemy 7 tanks destroyed 
and 3 damaged* Hie attacking force was estimated at 12 T-34 tanks, at least 
two self-propelled assault guns, and a heavily reinforced infantry battalion, 
supported by 120inn mortars* Ihese efforts on the part of the Qnmj continued 
until 0540 when the force was finally repulsed. By 0900 the 2d Battalion, 

(1) ;Tar Diary Sunmary, 7th US Infantry Division, 1-30 September 1950 
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1st Marine Hsgiment, continued the attack in conjunction with the 1st Battalion 
on the right* 

Tot the remainder of the day the advance through SEOUL was painstakingly- 
slow. By 1300 physical contact was established between 1st Battalion, 1st 
Sferine Regiment and elements of the 2d Battalion, 32d Infantry Regiment on 
the 1st J^arine Division right bcxindary. Patrols from the 3d Battalion, 
lat Marine Regiment, met patrols from the 5th B-ferine Regiment at about the 
same time. (2) As soon as the attack against the 3d Battalion, 5th ?toine 

Regiment, had been repulsed at 0445 a patrol was sent east to contact the Ist 
?-?arine Regiment. This was an attempt to coordinate pursuit of enemy elements 

to the north. Due to heavy enemy resistance the 1st Marine Heglment was un~ 
able to advance to the point of contact. However, by 1140, the 3d Battalion, 
5th ?5irine Regiment, launched an attack in coordination with elements of the 

1st T'arine Regiment-, after jnaking contact. The 3d Battalion, 5th 3,5arine 
Regiment that afternoon advanced 500 to 600 yards against light resistance. 
The 2d Battalion mopped up in its zone, while the 1st Battalion, KMC, mopped 
up in the areas to the rear of the regimental front line. It was generally 
quiet throughout the rest of the night in the 5th Marine Regiment zone. 

The 7th T'arine ^^egiment continued to protect the Division left flank 

and the 'HAN Hirer or os sing site. 

The Division Reconnaissance Company remained on H^dl 296. 

The 3d Battalion, 187th Abn HOT, with the 3d Korean ?/arine Corps Bat- 
talion attached, continued the mission of protecting the Corps left flank on 
the KUT^PO Peninsula. 1st and 2d Battalions assembled in the vicinity of KIWO 
Airfield. 

Shortly after daybreak 26 September, Company "L" 32d RCT observed a large 
coluimi of enemy moving east of S]DCTJL and promptly launched a local attack. The 
rest of the ROT moved into Objective 2 against moaerate enemy resistance. The 
2d Battalion was counterattacked, but gave no ground and all units continued 
to Kove forward. : (1) 

(1) y^QT Diary Summary, 7th US Infantry Division, 1-30 Sept 50. 

(2) 1st JMrinea Special Action Report, 1-30 Sept 50. 
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Tli6 onoaqr continued to realst the 32d ROT attack on SSOtJL by heavy to 

nodeirate sniper fire and street fighting* Ibe Regiment advanced 2000-SCX)0 
yards to the Tieiziity of (#B0DQNXDN»SO. Xlement^^ of the 17th BCT proteoted 
the HAK Siver eroselng site and engaged in fflopping-tip operations. 

The 2d Battalion, 31st HOT, reinforced by one cojzrpany of the 1st Bat-* 
talion, attacked south of 3I3WON and met well organized defensive positions 
supported by tanlcs and mortars. The attack progressed slowly. General Barr 
that evening ordered the 31st ROT to conduct a coordinated regimental attack 
to clear the eneoQr hill position south of SUWON. At this time the Hegiment- 
el Coimander had depaj^ted with a tasJc force on a wide flanJrlng jaovejnest to 

the south and east. The orders were delivered to this column neap OSAN-I^. ( 

8. JtaJCTORg yiTH ISjOSnS army; 26 September 50 

At 86S320 Septeiober, elements of the 7th Infantry Division met eiements 
of the 1st Cavalry Division about five miles south of SUWON. The last leg of 
the advance of the 1st Cavalry Division elements originated in the vicinity 

of CHONCrJTT. This juncture cut off North Korean Forces located in southwest 
Korea and marked the first meeting of the Eighth Army units from the south of 
Korea and X Corps units in the XRCBDN-SSOUL area. 

9. OAPTUHB Oy saOPLt 86 September SO 

During the day General ancArthur issued the following communique: 

"SSCftEt Capital of the Republic of Korea, is again in friendly hands. 
United Nations Forces, including the 17th Regiment of the BDK Army and ele- 
mants of the V»3» 7th and 1st Ifarins Diviaionst have completed the envelop- 
ment and saizurs of the city. 

Kfhile U.S. and RQK Harines and special troops drove to the northwest 
astride the HAN Kiver to expand perimeter defenses, other Marine Units 
pushed into SBOQL from the northwest. Ueanwhile, the 3Sd U.S. Hegiment of 
the 7th Division, with the 17th ROK Regimenty in a bold sweep along the 

■ - « 

southern bank of the HAN| accon^lished a second crossing or the river south- 
east of the city and occupied the cojuaandlng terrain on the outskirts, forcing 
the enejiQr garrison to flee in disorder to the north. 
(1) War Diary Suininary, 7th T3S Infantry Dlrislon, 1-30 Sept 50 



The liberation of the city was conducted in such a manner as to cause 

the least possible damage to civil institutions, ^ (1) 

On 27 Septeiifl)er , in Uie early mornings units of the 1st Uarine Division 
z*esumed their attack against the enemy in the eastern portion of the City of 
SEOUL* In t^e let Uarine Hagiment zone the advance was made by the 1st and 
2d Battalions against strong well organized resistance until the enemy po- 
sition began to deteriorate late that aftemoon* Approxifflately 3000 yards 
were gained in the fighting* 

Ihe 2d Battalion^ 5th Uarine Regiment advanced against light resistance 
and by 1D15 hours had driven to the Russian Consulate Building. At 1610 the 

3d Battalion 4 ^th Uarine Regiment raised the ^erican flag over the Capitol 
Building* During the day the 7th Uarine Keglment continued to protect the 

Corps left flank and repulsed a counterattack of battalion strength with the 
assistance of close air support at 1345* ^e 3th and 7th Uarine Regiments 
made a link«-up at 1500 hoxu's* 

On the KDMPO Peninsula, the l87th Airborne HCT c (^ducted extensive patrol- 
ling* 

By 1045 the 32d RCT was able to Unk-up with the 1st Uarine Regiment after 

overcoming moderate enouy resistance* There were heavy enemy casualties in 
the sector and much enemy equipaent was either captured or destroyed* To the 
east of SlDVts tite 17th HOK Regiment continued mopping- up operations* 

In the 31st RCT sectary ^ust prior to daylight > the task force under the 
31st Infantry Regimental Ccnmander was attacked by enemy tanks in u3AN»NTj 

but they were driven off with bazooka fire and one tank destroyed* IMle 
proceeding north > a heavy fire fight developed, holding up the task force. 

During the morning, '^e 31st RCT, minus parts of the 3d Battalion and 
the task force vdth the Regimental CoBinander, resuaed the attack to the south 
from the SU\?C14 area* This attack moved against a strong and detemined enemy 
n&LO was supported by artilleryj mortars, and tanks* Progress was slow. 

The Close Air Support Group attacked enemy machine gun, mortar, and ar- 
tillery positions along the entire Corps front. Twenty- seven (27) requests 

(1) Official Goniffiunique Number 9* dated 26 Septmber 1950. 
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for strikes were received and sixteen (16) were flown for a total of seventy'- 
elgbt (78) close support sorties. In addition, one (1) night close support 
mission was flown* 

On 28 Septeaiber elements of the 31st Begiment attacked north from OSAH-NI 
to ellfflinste the enemy cutting the road at 1^A2SAMI-HI« The asna.at south 
trm was also contimiedt An air strike vjas called on Hills 118, 92| 

and a tunnel in this area with excellent results. The 57th and 92d Field 
Artillery Battalions fired heavy eoiKsentrations accounting for about half of 

the enenor casualties* The fiCT» after overcoming heavy resistance, occupied 
all objectives by 1625 hours. (1) 

In the 1st laarine Division Sector at 0645, 1st and .3d Battalions, 1st 

Marine Regiment, continued to clear the remainder of SEOUL and seize Hill 
133 and the commanding ground to the northeast* In the Ist liiarine Division 
zone of action the eneioy appeared to be broken and the division as a whole 

was engaged in mopplng-i^ operations* The enemy had withdrawn all his for- 
ces from SEOUL except for small elements which had been left behind to fight 

a delaying action* 

In the 5th Marine Regiment zone, patrols encountered no enemy resistance* 
As the Regiment *s zone had been cleared and all assigned objectives were se- 
cured, the 5th Marine Regiment was pinched out by the 1st Sparine Reglinent 
from the right and the 7th i£arine Regiment on the left as planned* 

The 3d Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, and 3d Battalion, 1st Marine Regl- 

nent provided security for the ceremony in SE0T7L at vdilch the government of 
South Korea was returned to the Capitol at S390UI* By 2050 hours, mopping-up 
operations in the 5th IiSarine Regiment zone were completed* 

The 3d Battalion, 32d RCTT continued its advance north and cut the main 
highway running east from SlfSOUL* By 0200 hours, the 7th Division sector 

within SEODI was cleared. X Corps then directed reconnaissance In force east 
of the TOt^HON River* 

1st and 2d Battalions, 187th Abn RCT were in Corps Reserve* The 3d 
Battalion (Reinforced) was designated Task Force Able with mission of pro- 
(1) War Diary Sunoiary, 7th U, S. Infantry Division, 1-30 Sept 50* 
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tectlfig the Corps left ( north) fie jUt. Security and Reconnaissance patrols 
frcm TF Able reported no eneiq/ contact* 

Close Air Support nissions were condneted along the entire Corps front 

and consisted mainly of strikes against eneny mco^tar and inachine gun posi- 
tions and troops concentrations* All aircraft available were utilized* 

By 29 September 9 X Corps had achieved its main objective. in the SSOUL- 
INCHON area* There yet remained the clearing of the EUiSFO Peninsula and the 
seizure of UIJONCBD which was the refuge of North Korean troops fleeing to 
the north* X Corps activities consisted of patrol action* Utiere were in- 
stances of week counterattacks by the enemy which were quickly repulsed* On 
29 September, at SEOUL, a liberation ceremony was held at the Capitol Build- 
ing where General l&ciU:thur turned over the gOTernment to South Korean Pres- 
ident Syngman Hhee* 

At 1800 hours on 30 September the 7th Division was relieved of responsi- 
bility in the SBOtn area and the BCT*3 prepared to move into new areas* 

As the month of September ended, Operation Chromite was brought to a 
completely successful conclusion* Although some mopping-up was continued 

into October, decisive results had been achieved In the brief space of fif- 
teen (15) days since the landing at INCHON on 15 September* The victory had 
been won at the cost of only 3,498 UN casualties as opposed to 14«000 enemy 
killed and 7,000 captured* 
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PFO TJiKBDCHI 

CHAm CH0I Oapt {Seoul Hegiment) 

15 Sept 50 W was attached to the Seoul Hegiment located in Seoul* 
first learned on 16 September 1950 that US Troops had landed in Inchon. 

However no Information was released in detail* At this time Pff was 
acting eonnanding officer of 1st Company (1st Battalion, Seoul Hegiment) 
19 September 1950. The Regiment received orders to move to their assigned 

defense positions in Seoul City and vicinity* The Seoul Regiment was the 
only known unit in Seoul at this time. ^Tothing was heard as to receiving 
reinforcements for the Seoul Regiment* 

According to hearsay, on the southern front, the North Korean Army 
was closing in on Fusan, their last objective. 

W was told from higher coiimander to lect\rce his troops "to die if 

necessary for the defense of Seoul". 

The Inchon landing was quite a surprise to the troops of the Regiment 

who at no time were given any information concerning the battle situation. 
The Regiment v/ae commanded by Col Lee Kyong IT. , who was last seen in Seoul. 
American air attack and Arty caused the most casualties among North 

Korean troops, VH had no actual combat experience. Men of the Seoul Regiment 
received anywhere from 15 days to 2 months of military training. Heard that 
the South Korear; people veluntarily worked for the Iforth Korean Army and were 
paid by the North Korean government. TW had no knowledge as to who or what 
General Jtoc Arthur was. 

The Seoul Regiment was ordered to die if necessary to defend the city 

of Seoul. The Regiment received no reinforcements. ?W had given up hope 
of holding Seoul on 22 September 1950 due to heavy air attack resulting in 

large North Korean casualties. 

North Korean Army now has. no possibility of defeating the United. Nat ions 
yorcea. There is no comparison between the American and Russian supplied 

North Korean weapons and equipment* 

The North Korean people as a whole have no desire to have war. How- 
ever, information revealed that the South Korean Array had attacked North 
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Kbrfta 1^ crossing the 38th paMlel* 

Hie Kortai Korean Anor presently ia poorly equipped and only limited 
numbers of trained soldiers remain In North Korea* 



CHUI KUM Lt. Col. 27tii Brigade (No serial Number) 

On 15 Septeinber 1950, the 27tli Brigade was located in Kumchon above 
Seoul. W was attached to this hrigade as Chief of Cultural section. 

!>jring the early part of September 1950, it xvas rumored among high 
ranking officers of the brigade that TJ*3. Forces vjould make a landing at 
^onsan, Inchon, or Mokpo.in the vsry near future. After the landing of 

tf.S, Forces in Inchon, the 27th Brigade ^^'as ordered to defend an area 24 
kilometers north of Seoul, parallel to the 38th parallel. TSie purpose of. 
this defense line was to block any advancing T7.S. troops heading north after 
the capture of Seoul. Designations of major North Korean units located In 
Seoul at this time xvere unknown. 

Bsce-ived no information concerning reinforcements in this area* IXie 
to the poor communication system, no infom^tion was available concerning 
the situation on the southern front. 

lectxired his troops frequently, "to die if necessary to hold their 
position". Also informed then that the 27th Brigade xvould not receive 
reinforcements (did not receive any from south). believed it was difficult 

to defend the Inchon-Seoul area without any planes. However, stated that with 
planes available the North Korean Air Forces Twould defend this area. There 
vjas no disagreement between 1?^ and his Senior Oonuaander what-so«ever. 

\ 

The 27th Brigade was ooinr.ianded bjr..Brig. General KANG YON KIL and Asst 

ir 

Colonel SHIN HI BON. I^elr present location is unknown. 

American planes and tank guna caused -the most casualties among Horth 
Korean troops. In a combat area TT.S. Infantry should not be loaded on trucks » 
hecause they look so conspicuous and are very easily spotted for targets. 
Believes that guerrilla tactics were most successful against U.S. troops* 

As an average, the men of the 27th Brigade received about 80 days of 
military training* Acoordlng to hearsay the TT.3. 1st Maorine Division was 

considered as giving the greatest threat to North Korean Units. The Horth 
Korean Army while in Seoul received very little cooperation from South Korean 
civilians. Very few of the civilians voluntarily cooked meals for truops in 
their homes* 
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Br frequently lectured his troops that the South Korean Arny had al- 
ready been annihilated and therefore their eneisy now was the United States* 
He told his troops to "die if necessary to protect their country from TTS 
aeeresslon". IW gave no Information to troops ooncerning the ttaited Nations* 
General UacArthur was heliered to be the Commander-in-Chief of the V3 troops 
in the Pacific Theater* 

rw stated that the North Korean Army has still an adequate military 
Strength (remaining in North Korea) to defeat the TIN forces « In the event 

this incident eaxmot be settled peacefully as North Korea desires the North 
Korean Army will continue to fight by guerrilla tactics for the next 10 to 
20 years (even after being defeated by the United Nations Forces)* FS7 has 

conf Ideruse that North Korea will aventually defeat the United JSations Forces* 
Svery North Korean citizen has an unfavorable feeling towards America* It is 
always spoken and known among North Korean people that the war would have been 
over long ago without any damage or destruction of personal property if the 
United States had not aided the South Koreans and bombed the North Kcareans* 
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PFO TAKSCCHI 
9 Oct 50 

KIK YDIIH W IT COL (107th Regt) 

The 107 Regiment was located in KIMPO 15 September 1950* PA' was 
temporarily attached to this regisient as Chief of Staff, 

The regiment received :no ioforination concerning the IHyllON landing, 
honever, due to hea^y naval gun fires and plane actiyities, the innrasion 
was expected on or about 14 September 1950. 

The 107 Regiment was originally ordered to defend the west coast 
excluding the Inchon area (west coast along the KIMPO area}* However, 
isimedlately after the INCHON invasion the regiment was ordered to move 
and defend the entire area 4 kilometers northeast of INCHCN* 

At this tlioe the 18th Division and the 64th Regiment were the only 

knoifn Korth Korean units located In SBOUL« Heard that the 18th Pivision 

would receive an adequate number of reinforcements to defend SSXXTLm No 
definite inforiDBtion was available on the southern front, however, informed 

eourcea indicated the North Korean jUrny was retreating in the area* 

had zio opportunity to lecture any troopa^ however, according to 
hearsay from Battalion Commanders, the troops* morale was very high and 

they had confidence in defending the INCHON - SSWL area* 

Knowing the present military strength in the SEODL area, W had no con- 
fideoee in defending the INCHON - SEOUL area, however, with two well trained 
and e(|uipped North Korea Corpa the mission eo\ild have been aoeoniplished* 
The 107 Regiment was under the SEOUL Security unit conmanded by Col Kim 
Regimental Commander was Lt Col Che Hant After the INCHON invasion Lt Col 
Che Han ordered his regiment to retreat heading north without proper orders 
from higher headquarters In SBOtJL* Therefore, he was arrested and was be- 
lieved to have been court-martialed in SSOUL* 

Air attacks and naval gun fire caused greater casualties among North 

Korean units. Air attack was the only type of US attack feared by North 

Korean troops {W did not have any actual combat experience) • 

According to hearsay the American Infantry advance in the combat area 
was very slow and always gare North Koreans adequate time to reorganize in 
the front lines* 
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The men of the lOVtlx Hegiment reoelvecL an average of SO to 30 days 

of military traiaing. Pff believed that very little cooperation was given 
by South Korean civillana which waa believed to be compulsory. South 

Korean civilians were eErployed and paid by the North Korean govejiunent* 

Heard that General MacArthur was appointed Co-imander- in-Chief of the 
TTnited Nations Forces in Korea, No intelligence reports -//ere received con- 
cerning the TF»S. Han River crossing, however, was expected and that a Marine. 
Unit would cross by amphibious tractors and landing craft. 

^ile attending a military school, B*? learned American strategy through 
Zorean translated Russian books • P/f had given up hope of defending Seoul 
when ha first learned the landing of U.S. troops at luchon. North Korean 

Army has no possibility of defeating the United Nations Forces. IThat little 

military strength remains in North Korea is very poorly trained and equipped 
and is not sufficient to be used in combat. However, he believes that gue3*- 

rilla activities will continue for quite soae time. 

The North Korean people had confidence in victory, however, did not desire 

war* 
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A 40inm gm eren aboard the 
U53 Mt McKlzaey prepares 
for action off the west 
eoast of KOHSA.. 




let Mar Div tank-dozer 
covering a pillbox on 





U S Marines unload supplies 
from LST's at a debris 

littered beach, INCHON. 






A raeiTiber of the 2d SSB throvjs a hand grenade into a. cave 

to force North Korean soldiers out 5 during the fighting 
in the INCHON area. 




Unidentified American soldiers rout a North Korean 
soldier from a cave during the X Corps invasion of 
TOHCN. KOREA.. 



Fortified position on VfOlKL-DO after the pre-invasion 
bombardiient by Marine Air Arm and Naval gunfire. 




A Russian made 76iniri gun in a fortified position on 
WOIMI~DO after the pre- invasion boinbardment. 



An LST, stranded on a pier by the receding water, 
indicates the extreme tide variation in the IICHON area* 




LST»s are grounded by the receding tide off WOIMI-DO. 




South Korean refugees, who returned to their homes after 
INCHON was sectired, fight fires which resulted from the 
fighting. 




South Korean refugees return to INCHON after the city 
has been secured* 




G/A Douglas MacArthijr* 
CBrCTJNC, attends a 
briefing at the Ist Mar Div 
CP, INCEDN. (Left) 



Gf/A Doiaglas MacArthili* 
ttid Maj Gen 0. P. Smith, 
CGj 1st Mar DiT, leaving 
the CP. 5th Mar Regt, 
INCPTCN. (Right) 





G/A MacArthijT visits the 
POW camp at INCBDK. 




Men of the 1st Mar Dlv more up the road from INCHDK to 

SlOlTL past e knocked-oTit Tmssian inade T-3U/8$ TJorth 
Korean tazic* 




An AMTRAC of the 1st Mar Biv rolls througii INCHON during 
the offensive laiunehed bjr 7 S Marines against north 
Korean forces in that area* 



Men and supplies move across the causeway that connects 
WDIMI-DO end INCHON after the oity has been secured. 




A bulldozer is used to pull a trailer full of supplies 
through the streets of IH3H0N, 



Uultipid 4*^ inch zxjcket launcher of the 1st Uar I^v 
firing on retreating Korth Korean forces near INGHOW> 
KOREA. 




A battery of six rocket launchers is fired against Worth 
Korean forces by 1st Mar Div in the Il^CHCN, KOREA, area. 




U S Uarine helicopter is 
the first American plane 
to land on the newly re- 
captured KIMPO Airfield. 
(Left) 



Hi 



Lt Gen Lemuel C. Shepherd^ 
CO, FMF FAC> immediately 

after alighting f rm the 
first American plane to 
land at mPO Airfield 
after its recapture. 
(Right) 






The B-17 of Ma^ Oen E. E. 
Partridge, CG 5th Air Force, 

at KIMPO Airfield on the 
first day the strip was 
usable following its 

capture by 1st Mar Div. 
(Left) 



Men of the 32d Inf, 
7th Div, captiire a 

prisoner on a hill 

on the outskirts of 
SEOTJL. (Right) 






C. Shepherd, CO ME* PAC, at the FOtf enclosure vrhere some 
300 POW's await processing at INCHON, KOREA.. 
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North Korean soldiers, captured in the IJiCIiON area, are 
taken to the FOW camp* 



Members of the 5th Mar Regt move toward the HAK River to 
engage the North Korean forces. 




ROK Marines are loaded on DTJK!ff»s prior to moirins to the 
front lines in the HAI^ River area. 



The first trainload of BOK troops pulls into Y0I«a)UNOP0 
from INCHON before the attack on SEOUL. 




ROK Marines in DTJKW's of the 5th Mar Regt, 1st Mar DXr, 
cut through a field on their way to the HAN River during 
the offensive launched by UK Forces in that area. 



AMTRAC's wait orders to cross the HAW River to join the 
assault on SBOUL. 




AMTRAC*s fire on an enejny held town from the HAN River 



bank. 



Amphibious vehicles of X Corps line up to cross the HAK 

Hiver into SSOTH.. 




U S Marines, riding in AMTRA.C»s use railroad tracks for 
road after making a crossing of the HAIJ fiiver in KOBEA. 
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The radJLroad bridge 
spanning the HAN RLver 

from lONQOUNCa^ to SBQUL 
(in background)* (X*eft) 



Uarine £bgineers build a 
raft on nhieh to ferry 
heavy equipnent across 
the HAK River. (Right) 





73d Sngr (C) Bn bridges 
a soall stream in SOSA» 
KOREA. (Left) 




A BUKW starts up the bank 
of the HAN River on the 
SIOVL side with men and 

supplies of the 32d^T, 
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American^t poops'^ advance 
along the north side of 
the HAU River on their 
way to SBOTJL. 




An amputation In the field being performed by the Bn 
S-orgeon of an Infantry battalion on the HAII Biver opposite 
SISOtJi. The soldier was wounded in the attacK on SEOUL. 




Medics of the 5th Mar Regt use an AM1!RAC and civilian 
litter bearers to enracnate wonnded from the HAN River 
front. 




The helpless homeless survey the ruins where their homes 
once stood in East SBCUL, 




Navy Corpsmen assigned to the 5th Mar Regt attend a 
Korean girl who was injured during the fighting at 
the HAN River. 




United Nations troops 
fighting in the streets of 

SEOUL, Capital of KOREA.. 



Tanks, supported by- 
Infantry advance through 
the streets of SEOTJL 



A Marine casualty is taken 

to the rear during the 
street fighting in SEOUL. 





Ji 





American M-26 tajiks 



rolling down the streets 
in the city of SEOUL, 




A tank of the 3 2d Inf 
Regt, 7th Div, breaks 



through a barricade 



in SSOUX, KDRESA. 




The combination of 
Infantry and tank gives 
mutual protection in 



the street fighting in 

SEOUL. 





These pictures are of the 
street fighting which 
effected the capture of 
3B0T3L, Capital of KOREA.. 




Convoy accoiapanying G/A Douglas i&icArtliur, CUXJUNC, to 
SEOTJL crosses the HAN River from KIMPO Airfield. 




The Korean Capitol Building, scene of the ceremonies 

returniJT^ SSOTJL to tiie Republic of Ilorea Government. 



a/A Douglas MacArthur, CIJCU-^, 



Synf^nan Rhee (right center) , Pres- 



addrssses guests attending cere- 
jr.onies to restore the Capital of 
the Republic of Korea to its 
lesident, Syngman Rhee. 



Ident of Korea, expresses his 
gratitude to the I!K Forces and CJ/A 
MacArthur, OUVVM)* 




Opening, the ceremonies to restore the Capital, SSOUL* to The 



Republic of Korea, G/A Douglas !^cArthur, CDCUNC, leads the 



Lord's Prayer 



TT.s man icws waiting to be tjmloaded in the inchon harbor, the 

lew 3 AHB OPERATKD THIS FAR IN THS HARBOR ONLY DURING HIGH TIPE. 




TWO tr S NAVY SAILORS SIT STRAUDED ON AN LCM mEI TO LOW TIDE IN 
HARBOR OF IN3HDN. A 30 BT TIDE IS ONE OF THE GREATEST HAZARDS 
SMALL AND LARGE BOATS BRINGING IN MaCH NEEDED SUPPLIES. 
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